ITEM No.

March 2009
Highway and Transportation

Provision of prohibition of waiting in Woodlands Close,
Grays
Portfolio Holder: Highways and Transport - Cllr Neil Rockliffe
Report Author: Senior Traffic Engineer
Accountable Head of Service: Head of Strategic Planning and Delivery
Accountable Director: Corporate Director of Sustainable Communities
Purpose: To consider an objection to the proposal to implement parking restrictions
(no waiting at any time) in Woodlands Close.
Wards affected: Little Thurrock,
Blackshots

Key decision: No

This report is public

1.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.1

To uphold the objections and implement the parking restrictions (no
waiting at any time) only in Woodlands Close, starting from the back of
footway to King Edward Drive for a distance of approximately 40 metres
into Woodlands Close, both sides, as detailed in paragraph 4.2.

2.

INTRODUCTION:

2.1

As part of the 2008/09 Integrated Transport Programme, a budget of £10,000
has been allocated for the implementation of parking restrictions in
Woodlands Close/King Edward Drive. However, it is likely that the
implementation of the scheme will cost less than originally allocated.

2.2

Woodlands Close is a cul-de-sac off King Edward Drive. The request for
parking restrictions originated from residents complaining of vehicles
frequently parking on the footway in Woodlands Close.

3.

BACKGROUND:

3.1

The statutory consultation period commenced on 31st October 2008 and
finished on 21st November 2008. The proposal was to implement parking
restrictions to the entire length of Woodlands Close and at the junction with
Kings Edward Drive.

3.2

Three objections were received to the proposal. No objections were made
from residents of Woodlands Close.

3.3

Two objections refer to the proposed restrictions at the junction of King
Edward Drive only and not objecting to the proposed restrictions in
Woodlands Close. One of these residents indicated for the restrictions to be
implemented on both sides of the straight section of Woodlands Close only.

3.4

One objection is to all the proposed restrictions to King Edward Drive and
Woodlands Close. The nature of the objection is that restrictions in
Woodlands Close would prevent visitors or deliveries from parking near the
property. Further more, residents with no off-street parking facility are likely to
seek parking further along King Edward Drive, causing pressure to the
neighbouring properties. However, loading and unloading is permitted on
double yellow lines.

3.5

In addition to the objections, one resident request for the extension of the
parking restrictions along King Edward Drive. This is in response to the
possibility of displaced parking outside their property from the proposed
restrictions at the junction of King Edward Drive.

4.

ISSUES AND/OR OPTIONS:

4.1

The main issue stems from parking in Woodlands Close, due to the narrow
carriageway width and vehicles parking on the kerb causing obstruction to the
footway. No parking obstructions were noted outside the properties of
Woodlands Close as most of these properties have access to off-street
parking.

4.2

It is recommended that the restrictions are only implemented within
Woodlands Close where the parking obstructions take place. This would
improve vehicle movement along Woodlands Close and improve safety for
pedestrians. The restrictions are recommended to start from the back of
footway of King Edward Drive and finishing at the end of the straight section
of Woodlands Close (before entering the cul-de-sac turning area).

4.3

Ward Members were consulted between 12th and 18th March 2009 and are in
support of the recommendations. No further comments were received.

5.

IMPACT ON CORPORATE PRIORITIES:

5.1

These actions accord with the Council priorities to create a safer environment.

6.

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY:

6.1

This item has not been to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

RELEVANT POLICIES

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
(Prepared by: Michael Jones, Group Finance Manager 01375 652772)
e-mail:mxjones@thurrock.gov.uk
It is anticipated that the cost of the works can be contained within existing the budget
allocation approved for the scheme.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
(Prepared by: Baljit Bhandal 01375 652994)
e-mail:bbhandal@thurrock.gov.uk
The implementation of parking restrictions is subject to the making of a Traffic
Regulation Order in accordance with the Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984 and
enforcement will be subject to the Traffic Management Act 2004.
DIVERSITY & EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS
(Prepared by: Lauren Hutchinson 01375 652959)
e-mail: lhutchinson@thurrock.gov.uk
The Council has a statutory duty under the Race Relations Act 2000 (Amendment),
the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 and Sex Discrimination Act 1975 (Amendment)
to promote equality of opportunity in the provision of services and employment. The
Council should note the need to promote equality of opportunity for disabled people. It
should be noted that this should include ensuring the footways are kept clear and
accesible for wheelchair users.
OTHER IMPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND PAPERS
Notice of proposal
Letters of objection

Report Author Contact Details:
Name: Tina Wong
Telephone: 01375 413326
E-mail: twong@thurrock.gov.uk

